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The prairie looks beautiful.  
Our park staff is keeping the visitor 
areas ready, so why not plan an 
outing?  There are many trails to 
choose from according to the 
length of trail you want to walk. 

The staff cautions you to 
dress warmly now that we are 
moving into Fall and Winter  
Seasons.     

Dress warmly and wear 
good walking shoes. You should 
pack a bit of water.  Yes, bring the 
dog for a walk also, but remember 
to pick up after him/her and when 
you return from the prairie fields, 
check the pets for ticks also. 
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the day with a hands-on, bat’s eye view of her 
Incredible Bats presentation. Little did we 
know how great this event would be since it 
was our first time having them. Our crowd 
favorite, The Traveling World of Reptiles with 
Dave DiNaso introduced us to the dangers 
and awes of reptiles.  Wagon master,  Lon 
Lovelette and Judi Jacksohn, Interpreter and 
Prairie Partner, presented four prairie rides 
while our chef and partner Jan  
Alexander sold out our food tent with  
offerings of buffalo and beef burgers, hotdogs 
and brats. 

The IDNR Traveling Conservation 
Wagon and Lou Aiello with his traveling  
Indian Museum filled the front lawn with  
images, games, and dances from our animal 
and American past.  From crafts for the kids 
to a gift shop for souvenirs, our guests were 
busy touching and talking about all Goose Lake 
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The Goose Lake Prairie Partners 
capped off a very busy National Resource 
Tour week at the Prairie with the 16th Annual 
Prairie Days.  With the sponsorship of Mid-
west Generation and a publicity donation 
from Eric K. Peterson, almost three hundred 
filled the auditorium and lawn, our guests 
enjoyed the free family fun day at Goose 
Lake Prairie State Natural Area. 

Sharon Anderson, the bat lady began 
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Prairie had to offer. At the close of our day, the name was drawn from 
our fundraising raffle for “The Patriots Dream” quilt. The lucky winner 

was Leta Olewinski of Morris, Illinois.  

We would be remiss if we didn’t thank our 
sponsors and volunteers. The Partners and  
volunteers  work tirelessly all day to bring this event 
to the public.  To our many loyal visitors and new 
friends who came, spent the day, and  
supported our gift shop and food tent,  
THANK YOU! 

This event was free  
because of  

the generosity of  
Midwest Generation. 
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The Prairie Partner Holiday Party 
was started over 20 years ago when a 
group of people gathered in the Cragg 
Cabin to string popcorn.  They would 
have a warming fire in the hearth, a 
cup of hot apple cider and sing  
Christmas carols. 

Over the years the holiday party 
has evolved.  Now, the Goose Lake 
Prairie Partners gather in the visitors 
center for cookies and hot apple cider 
while the youngsters join in making 
ornaments for the tree and another to 
take home.  Before we know it the ole-
t ime Chris tmas  t ree  w i l l  be  
d e c o r a t e d .  O l e - t i m e  t o y s  
children would have received for 
Christmas will be featured this year.   

Come Join Us! 
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ComEd initially owned Collins Station and the 
associated cooling lake, Collins Lake. To provide 
more public fishing opportunities, IDNR wanted to 
lease a portion of the lake and a small land area 
for boat ramps/parking. Al Heidecke, who worked 
for ComEd when IDNR first requested a lease, 
supported IDNR’s proposal. He was instrumental 
within ComEd to secure the lease.  

Collins Lake was opened to the public August 
25, 1980 under a long-term management and op-
eration lease with the Department of Conservation.  
The Area covers 1,995 acres, 1,600  of which are 
water, and is regarded as a premier fishing area in 

Northern Illinois.  Other Edison-owned properties 
also opened areas for fishing and hunting. 

When Al died, ComEd renamed the cooling 
lake from Collins Lake to Heidecke Lake (the 
power plant’s name, Collins Station, was not 
changed); IDNR named its access area  
Heidecke State Fish & Wildlife Area in memory of 
Al.  

A special dedication program was held on-
site (in 1985) for the family members and a new 
entrance sign was installed. Thus, our site is 
named for Al Heidecke, not for the body of water. 
                 —Barry Hart and Joe Giacone assisted with this article. 
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The amateur Photo Contest is held each 
August at the Goose Lake Prairie State  
Natural Area. It is orchestrated by the Goose 
Lake Prairie Partners, with a great deal of  
assistance from the Morris Camera Club and 
park staff.   

Photo entries are to depict the flora, fauna, 
and natural environment in state parks. One  
hundred and two prints were submitted on  
Sunday August 18th at the Goose Lake Prairie 
Visitors Center. The majority of participants were 
from Grundy county.  

Judging was held Friday evening (August 23) 
by a panel of experts assembled by the Morris 
Camera Club. Winners were announced Satur-
day morning, and all of the photos were on dis-
play at the Visitors Center through the weekend. 
“We are excited by the response to the contest 
this year”, said Goose Lake Partners’ President 
Susie Johnson. “The quality of the entries was 
outstanding.”  

The response by the public was also very  
positive, as the visitor count at the Center was up 
75% over a normal August weekend.   Our  
visitors were amazed at the professional quality 
produced by local amateur photographers.  We 
thank those who made donations of any kind. 

 
          If you are on your computer, please click 
here for a listing of winners for the 7th Annual 
Judging Competition. 

View the 7th Annual Nature Photography  
Contest  Album of the winning entries. 
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The Nature Photo Contest Judges  

      Margo McIntyre of the Morris Camera Club 

      Scott Steinart of the Sandwich Camera Club 

      Tom Williams of the Streator Pictorial  

           Camera Club. 

 

We thank them for giving us their time & 

talents by judging this competition. 
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Students from the local Elementary 
Schools in Grade 5 attend the Natural 
Resource Tour, a product of the 
Grundy County Soil and Water 
through the University of Illinois  
Extension Office September 18—20. 

Partners, Becky Sipple (above), Bev 
Mansfield and Susie Johnson (lower 
photo) did the presentations on cabin  
living during the period in which the 
Cragg Family built their cabin in Mazon.  
1,000 students visited the cabin. 
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