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Announcing…
Our 2016 IDNR Outstanding Volunteer of the Year, Past
President Susie Johnson. Congratulations and well deserved
for all your hard work!
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Susie Johnson accepted her award from Director Rosenthal on
August 20, 2016 at the Illinois State Fair in Springfield IL

And Our New President-Char McDade

Lazy Squirrel by Rex Termain
Peoples Choice Award
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Goose Lake Prairie State Natural Area Was the Site of the Prairie
Partner's Tenth Annual Nature Photography Contest/Exhibit.
Winners are announced.
Goose Lake Prairie State Natural Area Was the Site of the Prairie Partner's Tenth Annual Nature Photography
Contest/Exhibit. Ron Hodgen's "Wagon Sunset" won Best
in Show. Prairie Partners volunteer group sponsored the
show at Goose Lake Prairie State Natural Area.
Photo entries depict the flora, fauna, and natural
environment in the Illinois state parks. 74 prints were
submitted on Sunday August 7th at the GLPSNA Visitors
Center. Two prints were from the Youth Division.
Judging was held August 10th. The judges were John
Zappia, Betty Zappia and Bob Engle of Morris Camera
Club. Visitors to the Center during the weekend chose the
People's Choice winning photo. Goose Lake Prairie Partners
chose the Prairie Partner winning photo.
Wagon Sunset by Ron Hodgens
Best in Show
We would like to thank all the entrants, the Free Press and
Morris Daily Herald, along with The Morris Camera Club for their support of our event. For a list of all the winners,
visit our website at gooselakeprairie.org and click on the Nature Photo Contest.

Windy Hill by Griffyn Cowell
Best in Youth Division
Song Sparrow by Janet Schleeter
Best in Black & White

The Boys by Erica
Cowell
Prairie Partner Pick
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Update on our Mural
Project
By Chuck Johnson
Left: Ray Grossi with a preliminary sketch of what Is expected
to appear on each panel.

Mural Project at Goose Lake Prairie State Natural Area is a project of the Goose Lake Prairie Partners. Chairman
of the project is Chuck Johnson of Morris, IL. What follows is a description of the progress so far.
Our mural will be unveiled September 10th to an invited group who donated their money and/or time in moving the
project along. About fifty to sixty people are expected.
It's on-going because the mural is only part of the overall mural project. The mural suggests many topics of interest
to the viewers. The idea was to video interviews with people knowledgeable of a topic and then play the interviews
through the new partner donated projector in the park auditorium.
During the first meeting with the videographers, one suggested we put the interviews on the Park's website so
millions would be able to view them and learn about the area. The videographers were Joliet Junior College
students taking a special intern course designed around our interviews. The summer term allowed for six
interviews. These six must be approved by the I.D.N.R. before they can be uploaded to the park website, but can be
viewed on the screen.
The first six listed below are part of nearly fifty interviews planned.


Ken Sereno on the development of the Morris Area and Chief Shabbona



Michele Micetich on the life of coal miners in Felix Township



Dan Kirk, DNR Biologist, on the biology of a prairie park



Joe Nyhoff, first park superintendent, on the Park's early days



Joe Wheeler and Kelly Gutknecht, Naturalist at Midewin Natural Wildlife Refuge on bison



Ray Grossi, the Muralist, about the planning and painting of the mural

Over forty more topics are planned to be recorded over the next several months. They range from glaciers, mega
fauna and paleo-indians to quilting, nuclear power stations, and the Park's flora and fauna. Several PHDs from
state universities will be interviewed.
J.J.C. will be providing four interns for the fall term and one of the summer interns will
help to oversee the fall shooting. Additional funding will be required to continue the
educational interviews. A goal of three thousand dollars is being projected to help pay
for these educational interviews.
Left: This is an early shot of the progress of the mural.
Artist is Ray Grossi of the Midwest Signworks Company in Morris.
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PRAIRIE PARTNER
WORKSHOPS
During the months of March – November, the Prairie Partners
meet once a month to plan the year’s events, select
committees for each event, discuss any fund raising activities,
and schedule workshops to create beautiful rugs and quilts
like our current fundraiser “Grandma’s Fan” that we proudly
display in the Visitors Center until the winner is announced
during our Prairie Day festivities.
Beyond this, they can also be seen staffing the visitors center,
creating educational displays for our guests, weeding the
gardens and butterfly barn, cleaning the cabin, assisting the
park staff in putting on the wagon cover , funding or assisting the making any repairs, and cutting up strips to make the
beautiful handmade rugs that are sold in the Visitors Center.
If you would like to join our group, please contact Chuck Johnson at 815-942-1838. He will be glad to discuss with you and
provide the necessary forms for you to begin your journey as a Prairie Partner.
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IDNR Conducting Survey, Planning Statewide Summit on Coordinating Monarch Butterfly Conservation in Illinois
Identifying ways to improve and increase habitat for monarch
butterflies in Illinois is the focus of a new online survey this month
and a planned conservation summit meeting in Springfield this
September.
The Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR), along with
partners representing agriculture, transportation or utility rights-ofway, conservation lands, urban, and educational sectors are working
to develop a plan to increase monarch butterfly habitat in Illinois.
“A first step is to identify ongoing monarch conservation efforts so
that we can better coordinate among them to create more butterfly
habitat where it is needed,” said Ann Holtrop, chief of the IDNR Division of Natural Heritage. “A survey has been
developed to capture all of the diverse activities that are occurring for monarch butterfly conservation throughout the
state.”
Monarch butterfly populations have declined by as much as 90 percent over the last two decades. In the past year, Illinois
has been designated as a high priority area for monarch conservation in strategies developed both by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation Service. The monarch butterfly
is the Illinois state insect, and the monarch was identified as a Species of Greatest Conservation Need in the most recent
Illinois Wildlife Action Plan.
Results of the online survey will be analyzed and shared with interested groups and organizations during a statewide
summit on monarch butterfly conservation to be held at the IDNR headquarters in Springfield on September 9.

From the President’s Desk

by Char McDade

Friends and Visitors:
I am honored to be the next President of the Goose Lake Prairie Partners and I welcome you to
Goose Lake Prairie State Natural Area.
I retired on December 31, 2013 as the Office Coordinator at Goose Lake Prairie State Natural Area after
15 years working for IDNR. On January 1, 2014, I became a member of the Goose Lake Prairie Partners.
I was elected Secretary of the GLPP in May 2014.
I have always loved nature and the prairie. I look forward working with the Goose Lake Prairie Partners on
All their educational family activities at the park and look forward to Prairie Day on September 17, 2016.
Yours in Conservation,
Charlene M. McDade
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To our Readers:
We hope you enjoy this issue.
We have been busy with our events, our Mural project and workshops to keep
the park beautiful and our gift shop full. We are proud of our volunteers and the
hard work they put in each year to present meaningful educational experiences
for our visitors.
Stop in, introduce yourself or better yet join us. We can always use the support
and friendship!
Jackie Martin
Editor
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